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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

In response to applicant's petition filed in 1/09/2009. The previous office action is 
vacated accordingly and a new non-final action on the merits is as follows. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yiu (US 
5976157). 

Regarding Clams 1-6, Yiu discloses An electrical depilator, comprising 
substantially a main body (1 1) a motor (216), a reduction gear set (204), an arcuate 
shaft (214) and a set of single-pieces (500), said arcuate shaft being supported on a 
shaft seat (201 ) of the main body (1 1 ), a first stage gear of said reduction gear set being 
meshed with a driving wheel of said motor (203,204), a last stage gear being fixed on 
the single-piece which is located at the endmost position (208), each single-piece 
having a clipping surface (212) and a supporting portion (303), the whole set of single- 
pieces being arranged in such a manner that the clipping surfaces are opposite to each 
other (Figure 3 item 500 and 212) a clipping gap being formed between opposite 
surfaces of two single-pieces, said whole set of single-pieces being coupled together by 
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fixing members so as to rotate synclironously (Column 4 lines 1-5), and said whole set 
of single-pieces being fitted over the arcuate shaft all together(Figure 2), the fixing 
members are shifting yokes (305) which are formed on both sides of each single-piece, 
and one shifting yoke on a single-piece is inserted into and locked with another shifting 
yoke on an adjacent single-piece so that the whole set of single-pieces are coupled 
together and rotated synchronously (Column 4 lines 1-5), the fixing members are fork 
bodies (501,502) which are provided with shaft holes at centers thereof corresponding 
to the position of the arcuate shaft, each single-piece is provided at both sides with fork 
shaped slots, and both sides of each fork body are inserted into and locked with two 
fork shaped slots of two adjacent single-pieces, thereby the whole set of single-pieces 
are coupled together and rotated synchronously (Figure 5 and 2) (Column 4 lines 1-5), a 
thin piece (212, 401) is fixed on each fork body (501 ,502), the thin pieces and the fork 
bodies, together with the whole set of single-pieces, are fit over the arcuate shaft 
(Figure 2), the thin piece is provided between two opposite clipping surfaces of two 
single-pieces, and two clipping gaps are formed between both sides of each thin piece 
and clipping surfaces of two single-pieces, respectively (Figure 2 item 212), the fixing 
members are bearing housings (210,209), and the whole set of single-pieces are 
coupled together by the bearing housings so as to rotate synchronously (Column 3 lines 
23-29), the fixing members are shaft pins (303), and the whole set of single-pieces are 
coupled together by the shaft pins so as to rotate synchronously (Column 4 lines 1-5). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. See references cited page form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID EASTWOOD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anhtuan Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-4963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DAVID EASTWOOD/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3731 



/Anhtuan T. Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3731 
3/26/09 



